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GRAND FORKS 


There always seems to be things going on, but especially in the spring.  We had our annual “Spring Fling” consumer Advisory party near the end of April.  This year’s theme was “The Rocking 50’s”.  Boy did we rock and roll!  There were a couple of times we had to look around because we thought Elvis was in the building.   Ron Fran’s band again supplied the tunes.  He also supplied the accompaniment for a few of the consumer that entertained us with their vocals.  Another consumer, JS, showed his expertise at the piano. What a talent.  Of course, we all pigged out on Pizza.  Many thanks to all the staff that cooked and served the Pizza.  Yes, we baked the pizza right in the kitchen (Papa Murphy’s) so it was really fresh and hot.  Of course there were door prizes for everyone along with pop and ice cream.  Again we need to thank Lucy Klym, PS, for being the “go to person” and pulling everything together.  It definitely was a “put on the poodle skirt, slick back the hair and be cool” time.





The Shine circus was also in town this quarter and many of our consumers enjoyed the animals and Arial acts.  One consumer, PR, was literally counting the hours until he could go.  In fact, he went both Friday and Saturday and was able to get the one thing that he had waited all year for, a big helium balloon.  He talked about it for days.  





We also had a “NEW” quarter this year.  We finally got our new wheelchair van for 5017 group home.  301 group home received new living room furniture and wow is nice.  It’s so nice and comfortable we now have a new problem.  We have to work extra hard to get the consumers moving.   We also got some new dinning room chairs for both 5017 and 415 group homes.  But best of all was the two new consumers that joined us.  301 had Pam move in and John moved into his new ISLA apartment.  They are both getting settled into their new surrounding and seem to be adapting well. 





This year the Grand Forks County Fair was moved up to June and was anxiously awaited by many of our consumers.  Unfortunately, we had tornado warnings, torrential rains and winds on Friday, which really ruined the last 3 days of the fair.  We did have a number of the consumer’s that did get out on Wednesday and Thursday though.  The favorite events seemed to be the animals and riding the fair grounds on the “hay rack” pulled by a tractor.  





One of the new activities that some of the “guys” seem to like this year is attending one of our local car clubs cruise-ins.  Skip Narum, PRS, is our local car nut and always has his car out at Culver’s Restaurant on Thursday evenings for his car club’s cruise-ins.  He thought it might be a different outing for some of the consumers to come out and check out the cars.  Harumi Pavlicek, HM from 415, brought out 4 of her “guys” from the home for a “boys” night out.  It was so fun to see the huge smiles and big eyes.  We also have had a few of the consumer’s, both guys and gals, from ISLA come out and enjoy the evenings.  It was nice to see the interaction between the consumers, staff and the car owners.     





We said good-by to a couple of key staff.  Sara Meidinger, PS, left to take a position with the Girls Scouts of America.  Brad Thompson, the house manager from 5017 left to move to Colorado to pursue his dreams.  The flip side of losing staff is that we have new staff come aboard.  We would like to welcome Kalli Axford as the new PS and Jennifer Pierce as the new home manager at 5017.  Kalli comes with great credentials from South Dakota and Jennifer has worked for another agency here in North Dakota, so we have great experience to draw on.  Welcome aboard, we are excited to have you as part of our family.





WELCOME – to our 7th issue!  If there is a particular topic you are interested in learning more about, please let the Regional Director in your area know or contact me directly.  





HELP US… save postage… (and a tree)!!  If you have an e-mail address, please let us know.  You can send an e-mail to our Office Manager at � HYPERLINK "mailto:jill.bresson@thementornetwork.com" ��jill.bresson@thementornetwork.com� and she will add you to the list.








MINOT





We have been plenty busy here around Minot lately.  Several people have been coming and going from Camp Metigoshe for a week of fun, sun, and camping. Tall tales, good food, singing and new friendships are some of the favorite things folks are coming back and telling they enjoyed most at camp.





We had a dozen or so folks partake in the annual fishing derby at Lake Darling.  Rod, reel and bait were all provided.  No one with our group caught any fish but everyone enjoyed socializing, Mother Nature and lunch.





There are plenty of athletes locally we like to brag about.  Nathan and JC are starring on the Dream Catcher’s team and Lenny, JR, Brad and Jackie are shining stars in the softball leagues.  Several others of us go and support our players whenever the chance arises.





Our biggest NASCAR fan, JC, went to see Kasey Kahne when he was in town.  They had their picture taken together and he received an autograph.





REM also threw her annual summer picnic co sponsored by the Day Program and Consumer Advisory Group.  When you combine great food with great people you can’t help but end up with a great time!  We had around eighty people in attendance and we all walked (or rolled) away ready for a nap. 





Brandon captained our Relay for Life team this year and we were able to raise $2300  to fight cancer.  Brandon was our top fundraiser raising close to $800!  There may have been others from other teams that raised more than Brandon but nobody had a better time or was more dedicated to this worthy cause.  





A big thank you goes out to everyone who participated or helped make all these events a success.  It is truly the people in the agency that make it go ‘round.














Contact us:


Brenda Niess 	State Director 	Minot 	701-839-6630 x2012


Brent Mertz	Regional Director	Minot 	701-839-6630 x2011


Deb Carlson	Regional Director	Grand Forks 	701-746-5217


Melane Knutson	Regional Director	Devils Lake 	701-665-3044


Darcy Sabourin	Regional Director	Grafton 	701-352-3336





Check out our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.remnorthdakota.com" ��www.remnorthdakota.com�



























































GRAFTON


APRIL


AKTION Club members Robert L and Eric O assisted by providing tours during the Annual Spring Thing for Kids activity held on 4-1-09. The AKTION club in partnership with the Community Helpers for the Developmental Center held a kids activity day for first through fourth graders at the Collette Fitness Center Lounge. Kids activities included: ring toss, fish pond, Red Light-Green Light, Bingo, bean bag toss and informational talks from Officer Stark from the Grafton Police Department and dental hygienist Terri Christianson from Kern Dentistry. Door Prizes were given away including 2 girls and 2 boys bicycles.


The AKTION Club also sponsored the first ever “North Dakota Idol” held at Collette Fitness Center on 4-17-09. AKTION Club Leroy G assisted with handing out programs during the event. Robert L was the “mystery judge” and participated in judging the 7 contestants that performed during the 2 hour event.


Mary Lou J attended the recent NDACF conference held in Minot April 29 through May 1st. Mary Lou attended the event to promote her business “Mary Notes” where she makes notepads and business cards.





MAY


In May, Ladeen L, Loren L, Robert L, and Eric O accompanied by support staff Treva H, Alice L and Trina L, attended the Billy Joel/Elton John concert held in Fargo. Everyone had a great time singing and dancing to songs past and present. T-shirts and other memorabilia were purchased. Along with attending the concert, they all enjoyed shopping at West Acres Mall and dining out before returning home.


Eric O started a job mowing the lawns at Simplot Grower Solutions in Grafton. Eric was very proud when he received his name tag with the title of “Yard Maintenance Supervisor” and his very own caution vest. Staff who work at Simplot state “Eric has impacted everyone in the most positive way”. Congratulations Eric!!


It was with great sadness that on May 7, 2009, long time employee Alice Lund, passed away. The individuals that Alice worked with wanted to remember Alice and held a memorial/celebration of life inservice for her on 5/18/09. Individuals spoke of Alice and remembered all the good times they spent with her. Following the memorial/celebration of life inservice, a pizza party organized by Robert L, was held with Alice’s favorite items ordered (Canadian bacon & pineapple pizza, garlic toast with cheese and Diet Pepsi).


AKTION club members Leroy G, Robert L and Eric O hosted a Swimming Party at Collette Fitness Center and provided ice cream cones as a treat for everyone who attended.





JUNE


The Sunshine Club, organized by Nora Sanganoo-Storey, with the help of Treva Heck, Heather Jenkins, Lynette Knutson, Bonnie Hlavinka, Debbie Prien, Kayla Lunski and Alice Olivarez, coordinated a monthly Employee of the Month Recognition Board. Recipients of the June Employee of the Month were Kathy Hagen, employed at the Summit group home since 11/11/05; Tambra Kitchens, employed at the Manvel group home since 3/10/03 and Tim Thompson, employed in the ISLA apartments since 3/9/06. Kathy was nominated for her dependability and hard working attitude that is reflected through the quality of services she provides. Tambra was nominated for her fun and creative ideas that have been tried in the in-home day program. Tim was nominated for his team work efforts and his patience to teach people new skills. Congratulations Kathy, Tambra and Tim. Keep up the good work and continue to reach for the stars!!!


The annual Relay for Life event was held on 6/6/09 at the Grafton High School. The weather was cold and gray which didn’t help much with participation. Leroy G, Robert L, Eric O and other team members Darcy S, Treva H, Bonnie H, Sarah H, Danielle R, Mary Lou J and Linda E attended the event. The “StepBusters” collected $1999 for the event through various fundraising activities. The group was recognized as a Silver Contributor to the event. Mary Lou J, cancer survivor, was recognized with a survivor medal, participated in the first lap/survivor walk then attended the survivor dinner following. Eric O and Darcy S, representing the AKTION club, served the survivor meal during the event.


An Autism Awareness Picnic organized by Marina Salinas, one of our guardians, was held on 6/14/09. Approximately 20 people attended including members from the school system, family members and community members who have family members with Autism. Food, fun and games were provided and everyone spent a nice time visiting. Marina hopes this can become an annual event.


Eric O and Darcy S, representing the AKTION club, assisted with the kids games held on 6/25/09, in conjunction with the annual Summerfest events held in Grafton. Kids of all ages enjoyed having tattoos applied, their faces painted and playing in the games provided (bean bag toss, fish pond, duck pond and bingo).





WELCOME WAGON: We would like to take this opportunity to Welcome to the Company, Heather Jenkins who was hired on 4-1-09 as the new Program Specialist and Lynette Knutson who was hired 4-27-09 as the new Service Coordinator for the ISLA program in Grafton and Langdon.  Both ladies have been getting to know the ropes and have been adjusting well to their new positions. We would also like to thank Treva Heck for her years of service as the Service Coordinator. Treva has been hired as our new Staff Recruiter/Trainer.


Also, joining the REM team in Grafton are our newly employed Direct Service Professionals. Joe Peltier, hired on 4/8/09, works in ISLA; Michael Wood, hired 5/6/09, works at the Summit group home; Nichole Johner, hired 6/2/09; Joanna Salazar, hired 6/23/09 and Barb Loterbaugh, hired 6/25/09, will all be working in our ISLA settings.  A heartfelt welcome to everyone!

















 








 





FROM THE DESK OF OUR STATE DIRECTOR:








DEVILS LAKE





We have hired a new Home Manager at 1104, Melissa Kutz. Melissa worked for REM ND in Devils Lake several years ago and moved to Minnesota with her family where she lived, attended college and continued to work in this field.  Melissa received her BA degree in Business Management in May of 2009, congratulations.   





Patricia Dettling was hired in the ISLA program as a Program Specialist.  “Pat” as she likes to be called, has a Social Work degree and worked in the past with the “PATH” organization.  Pat is married, has two children, a granddaughter and is a guardian to a seventeen year girl who lives with her and her husband.    





We held our annual Culture Fest on May 14th, 2009. We had 18 display tables ranging from America, China, Norway, Guatemala, Spain, Scotland, Germany, Ireland, American Cowboy, France, Saudi Arabia, Mexico, Hawaii, Native American, Philippians, Jamaica,   Estonia, and REM ND.  There were artifacts, foods, and informational facts about each culture and some displays offered free trinkets at their displays.  We had a great turn out as this event was opened to the public.  We would like to thank Brenda Niess for driving from Minot to support our event.      





Andrew participated in the Devils Lake annual motorcycle rally with his father which is held the weekend before the Devils Run Car Show.  Although the weather didn’t cooperative it didn’t detour those in attendance for enjoying themselves.


  


The “Devils Run” Car Show in Devils Lake, ND is a huge tourist event which brings in over 1000 car entries.  Steven and Jim assisted with setting up tables throughout Devils Lake for several special events during the car show.  Although we hadn’t experienced good weather the week prior during the bike rally “Mother Nature” provided us with a beautiful weekend for the car show.    





The Annual Relay for Life was held the first week of June.  Several consumers and employees assisted with filling and setting up Luminaries for the lighting ceremonies. Once again someone forgot to invite Mr. Sun, however Mr. Rain and Mr. Cold all showed up but they couldn’t dampen the spirits of those who are committed to finding a cure for cancer.  A great deal of money was raised and peoples commitment to making a difference was once again strengthen.  





Summer is the start of camp season.  Warren attended Camp at Lake Metigoshe and Larry went to Park River Bible Camp.  The season for camping has just begun so there will more updates on people attending camps.  We have our campout scheduled for August 22, and 23, 2009, hope to see you there.  





Jim took a trip to Phoenix, AZ., where he took in the NASCAR races.  While he was there he was able to connect up with his brother, whom he hasn’t seen in roughly 12 years.  Jim was very excited about the races and spending time with his brother and upon his return he shared photos and stories with anyone who asked how his vacation went. 





Other note worthy items include-


1104 made and took Angle Food Cake with blueberry and strawberry toppings to the Vet Club on Memorial Day to thank and honor those Vets who have served and are currently serving our country.  


1104 made a table garden for people interested in gardening.   These gardens are off the ground so people in a wheelchair or those who are unable to bend to the ground or stand for long periods of time can sit in a chair and water, weed, and nurture plants to grow and produce a small harvest of vegetables. 


Two employees, Darla and Jayme received their LPN licenses, great Job.  Jayme was also the recipient of the Foughty Family Endowment, congratulations.  
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